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WHERE SPRING HAS
FOUND ITS FLAME

BOOK ATABLE

6 Shaw Street, Moama
embrmoama.com.au ¢ @embrmoama



WILDERGREEN
MOAMA

THE SEASON
TO GATHER,
WANDER AND
STAY AWHILE

DISCOVER

6 Shaw Street, Moama
wildergreenmoama.com.au « @wildergreenmoama
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We respectfully acknowledge the

Yorta Yorta people as the Traditional Owners

of the Country on which we gather,

whose stories are the oldest and deepest of this place.

STORIES

OUR PURPOSE

The Festival of Stories was born from a simple
idea: to celebrate storytelling in all
its forms.

We are a festival of stories, and we exist
for the storytellers who share them. It's written

into our mark and sits at the heart of our
identity and values.
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We pay our respects to Yorta Yorta Elders

past and present and to the stories carried

in language, song, ceremony and Country itself.
Artist: Clive Atkinson

Artwork: Book Cover Beyond the Meeting of the Waters:
A Yorta Yorta Life Story - Dr Wayne Atkinson

From the written and spoken word to
performance, film, music and art, the festival
brings together visiting and local voices,
emerging and established storytellers, and
audiences of all ages.

Our stories and the stories of others. Because
everyone has a story, and the stories we
encounter, in whatever form, inspire us,
move us, teach us and open our eyes to new
perspectives.

When we share stories, we connect. We see
ourselves in each other, understand lives
different from our own, and discover what we
have in common.

Stories connect us to place and give us a
sense of belonging, reminding us where we
come from and who we are together.

Now, more than ever, it's important to
celebrate this deeply human gift.

Thank you for being part of this story.
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Welcome to the Festival of Stories

Here in Echuca Moama, on Yorta Yorta Country,
we are shaped by our river landscape — where
three rivers meet, and where for thousands

of years people have gathered to share
knowledge, traditions and stories. These stories
are as old as the rivers themselves, and an
ever-present current in this place we call
home.

The enduring spirit of storytelling continues
today and will be deeply present across our
first-ever three-day Festival of Stories.

The program brings together our first
storytellers, the Yorta Yorta people, with

local and visiting creatives: authors, writers,
journalists, musicians, artists, workshop hosts,
film and television producers, farmers, food
producers and winemakers. There is something
for everyone, and everyone is welcome at the
Festival of Stories.

We ask you all to come with an open heart
and an open mind, put your phone away and
relish many moments of genuine connection
through the ancient art of storytelling.

As a group of local storytellers working across
books, art, journalism, writing, events and
community, our Festival of Stories volunteer
committee is passionate about providing a
platform for visiting and local storytellers to
celebrate the arts, culture and creativity.

LEONIE CANHAM
Vice Chair

SUZI SHEARER
Committee

NINA O'BRIEN
Committee

the
SPLENDID
WORD.
WILDERGREEN

VAST Gt
CREATIVE, 6 netne

The committee is made up of Leonie Canham,
Jenny Turner, Troy O'Brien, Nina O'Brien, Suzi
Shearer and me, ably supported by our Project
Manager, Jessica Waters. Together, we have
worked tirelessly since late 2025 to create all
that is on offer across the weekend.

We would like to thank those who believed

in us from the beginning. Thank you to our
sponsors for their generosity and their trust in
us to deliver something special, even before
we had runs on the board. Thank you to all
the local businesses, large and small, who
have supported us in many and varied ways.
And thank you to our Friends of the Festival of
Stories for helping create and sustain an event
our whole community can feel connected to
and proud of.

Finally, thank you for being here, for believing
in what we are creating, and for being part of
the story.

CHRISTY O'BRIEN
Chair - Festival of Stories Inc.

TROY O'BRIEN

JENNY TURNER JESSICA WATERS
Secretary Treasurer Strategy &
Growth

RUN DEEP




n

efestival

st%es AMBASSADORS

Shaped by River Country and known across

Australia, our ambassadors champion the LEARN MORE
Festival of Stories to give back: sharing their ABOUT OUR
experiences and stories, and inspiring the next ~ AMBASSADORS
generation of storytellers, creators and thinkers.
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STORYTELLERS

DAN SULTAN KEMI NEKVAPIL SAMMY J JADE MILES
Musician | Actor | Author  coqch | Speaker | Author Comedian | Composer | Author | Podcaster | Farmer

Broadcaster Black Barn Farm

ROS VODUSEK HONOR FREEMAN MEG BIGNELL
Founder Artist Author
Rich Glen

CORY ALPERT JOCK SERONG JACLYN CRUPI

MARK BRANDI
Author Author Author

Author

@

ayhd

The Festival of Stories brings together LEARN MORE
some of Australia’s most respected ABOUT OUR
storytellers alongside Yorta Yorta

knowledge holders, regional voices ARTISTS
and local creative talent.
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OPENING NIGHT

LAUNCH
ON THE

WHARF

STORYTELLERS
SUNDOWNER

EVENT

DAN SULTAN

BENNY WALKER

BUILDING BRAND STORIES BUSINESS BREAKFAST

WORKSHOP - CREATIVE WRITING WITH AUTHOR

JOCK SERONG

JOURNALISM FORUM - WHY REGIONAL MEDIA MATTERS
ABC Radio's Fiona Parker with Terri Cowley (RM Williams Outback
Magazine) & Bree Harding (Shepparton News) and more.

OPENING NIGHT - STORYTELLERS' SUNDOWNER
Dan Sultan, Benny Walker & Madi Colville-Walker.
Stories, music & celebration under the stars on the historic

Echuca Wharf.

DAY 1 - FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER

COLVILLE=WALIKER
Singer | Songwrit A

LOCATION COST

Echuca Hotel FREE

Reg. online
FREE

Reg. online

FREE

Reg. online

Echuca Library

Echuca Library

Echuca Wharf
Port of Echuca

$25pp
Tickets
online

STORIES AROUND EVERY BEND

DITCH SCREEN TIME FOR
GREEN TIME

Put the phone away - the river's
better anyway! Enjoy the restorative
power of nature with a digital detox
under redgums in our tech free
riverside chill zone. Books, grass,
Murray views.

The perfect reset.

Presented by Coolabah Turf

DAY ONE PRESENTED BY

PS ADELAIDE — 160 YEARS ON
THE MURRAY

Built by hand right here at the Port

of Echuca in 1866, the PS Adelaide
spent a century working the Murray.
She's still here. Still on the river. Come
celebrate 160 extraordinary years.

Presented by The Port of Echuca
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Charles L. King & Co

NATIONAL WATER WEEK
POSTERS ON DISPLAY

Smalll artists. Big ideas. Our region's
junior artists pour their talent into
this year's theme — Water Heroes
Make Every Drop Count. Look out
for their colourful works across the
festival.

Presented by Coliban Water

TICKETS
HERE
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SAMMY J

For the writers, the readers, ;
the music and film lovers
MEG BIGNELL JOANN;\ WERNER A

TIME EVENT LOCATION COST

7.30AM  YOGA IN THE PORT Port Precinct $20pp

8.00AM WORKSHOP - NATURE JOURNALLING AND SKETCHING PLACE  Echuca Wharf $25pp
with local artist Maggie Ellis

8.30AM POETRY BREAKFAST Beechworth Bakery FREE

10AM PANEL - STORYTELLING THROUGH THE MEDIA Echuca Library $20pp
Cory Alpert (Al researcher, Melbourne University) with local media
journalists — hosted by local author Fleur Ferris

1.1I5AM  WORKSHOP - MEDIA & Al WITH CORY ALPERT Echuca Library $25pp

10AM PANEL - STORYTELLING THROUGH SONG Thelma's Upstairs $20pp
Dan Sultan, Benny Walker & Madi Colville-Walker in conversation at the American Hotel
with Rosie Walton (Triple M)

1.1I5AM  WORKSHOP - SONGWRITING WITH YORTA YORTA MUSICIANS Thelma's Upstairs $25pp
Madi Colville-Walker & Benny Walker with Special Guest Dan Sultan _at the American Hotel

10AM SHINBONE ALLEY - A BROKEN CREEK CULTURAL EXPERIENCE Aquatic Reserve $25pp

12PM BOOK LOVER'S LUNCHEON Morrisons Winery $100pp
Meg Bignell in conversation with Jaclyn Crupi Moama

1.30PM  WORKSHOP - HOW TO TELL YOUR STORY: Echuca Library $25pp
WITH BENITA BENSCH

3PM PANEL - STORYTELLING AND PLACE: AN AUTHOR EVENT The Echuca Club $20pp
Jock Serong and Mark Brandi in conversation with Fleur Ferris

3PM AUTHOR EVENT Echuca Library $20pp
A Yorta Yorta Story: Professor Wayne Atkinson

4.30PM  PANEL - STORYTELLING THROUGH SCREEN Echuca Wharf $20pp
TV Producer Joanna Werner (Goolagong, Dance Academy, Last Seen)
with documentary filmmaker Kate Newlyn

6PM COMEDY CLUB - IN CONVERSATION WITH SAMMY J Echuca Wharf $30pp

8.30PM

ON THE WHARF

AFTER DARK — SONGS & STORIES
WITH DAN SULTAN AND BENNY WALKER

the
PLENDID
DAY TWO PRESENTED BY SWORD.

9

Echuca Wharf $55pp

VAST TICKETS
CREATIVE. 134
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57 SITE MAP

(VENNE | ADDRESS DIST. FROM WHARF

ZONE1— PORT OF ECHUCA
(heritage port precinct, all within ~200 m)

ECHUCA WHARF Murray Esp., Echuca Start point
THEECHUCA CLUB 19 Murray Esp., Echuca ~100 m walk
e FESTIVAL HQ (green space) Murray Esp., Echuca ~200 m walk
GYPSY BAR 620 High St, Echuca ~100 m walk
6 THE ECHUCA HOTEL 571-573 High St, Echuca  ~150 m walk
0 THE SOCIAL WINE BAR 533 High St, Echuca ~200 m walk
0 BEECHWORTH BAKERY 513 High St, Echuca ~300 m walk
O s UpoT b 239-249 Hare St, Echuca  ~300 m walk
9 ECHUCA LIBRARY 310 Hare St, Echuca ~300 m walk
@ AQUATIC RESERVE ECHUCA Heygarth St, Echuca ~400 m walk
&
MOAMA ART GALLERY - 77 Menin . . . <\O§\
BUNYMA ya St, Moama ~3 km - 5 min drive 0‘3‘0 .
JUNCTION MOAMA 6 Shaw St, Moama ~2 km -5 min drive \@\\*%
WILDERGREEN MOAMA 6 Shaw St, Moama ~2 km - 5 min drive OOV\
MOAMA TELEGRAPH STATION 50 Chanter St, Moama ~3 km - 5 min drive
@ EMFM COMMUNITY RADIO 107 Stawell St, Echuca ~2 km -5 min drive o% é\
@ MORRISONS WINERY 123 Merool Rd, Moama ~6 km - 7 min drive &% ngo\A .
% QP .
7
i INFORMATION Port Precinct
. FESTIVALHQ Festival HQ (green space)
. MERCHANDISE Festival HQ (green space)
@ DRINKING WATER Festival HQ (green space)
@ LOSTPROPERTY Festival HQ (green space)
@ TECH-FREE CHILL ZONE Festival HQ (green space)
4 FIRSTAID Festival HQ (green space) 4
% ECHUCAREGIONAL HEALTH 226 Service Street, Echuca '."
’i‘|‘ﬂ‘ TOILETS Please see map for locations ,"
% PADDLESTEAMER DEPARTURE Port of Echuca Wharf :'.
A RN FoinT Hopwood Gardens
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Collins Booksellers,
Shop 2/519 High St, Echuca

PERR'COOTA - PROVIDORE & GIFTS Rich Glen, Shop 1/519 High St, Echuca
Essen, 542 High St, Echuca

BOOKS

CHANTER sT

MOAMA

PORT K
<4 PRECINCT
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For the curious, the cooks,
the growers and the gatherers

ROS VODUSEK

YOGA IN THE PORT Port Precinct
EMFM COMMUNITY RADIO OPEN DAY EMFM Community Radio

9AM MASTERCLASS — HONOURING THE SEASONS Moama Art Gallery - $50pp
OF YOURLIFE Bunyma

Kemi Nekvapil — author of POWER: A Woman's Guide to Living

and Leading Without Apology

CULTURAL PADDLESTEAMER CRUISE Port of Echuca Wharf
- Yorta Yorta musician Madi Colville-Walker singing in language
on Dhungala (Murray River)

MUSEUMS OF THE MURRAY — CURATOR TALK Moama Telegraph Station

LUNCH — STORYTELLING THROUGH THE SEASONS Junction Moama & $100pp
Kemi Nekvapil & Jade Miles (regenerative farmer) in Wildergreen Moama

conversation with Jaclyn Crupi. Q&A with Chef Daniel Girau,

Rich Glen Founder Ros Vodusek and Kagome's Brad Free

AUTHOR EVENT - GRENACHE AND GOSSIP The Social Wine Bar
Open Q&A with local creatives, Fleur Ferris, and Whistling Eagle
Winemaker lan Rathjen. Join us for last drinks for Festival 2026

EVENING RABBIT TRAX LIVE MUSIC Gypsy Bar
Open mic headlined by Tom Harrington

DAY THREE PRESENTED BY M5\ RUN DEEP TICKETS

WILDERGREEN
MMMMM

12




ECHUCA MOAMA
ON YORTA YORTA

COUNTRY IS
THE PLACE OF

BIG WATER

Dhungala, the Murray River, is life-giving -
a force that has drawn people together to
share culture, knowledge and resources for
thousands of years.

Echuca is named for where three rivers
converge to become one. An ancient
meeting place whose geography and
people have always been shaped by water
and connection.

This is a landscape rich in story and
significant in the shaping of the nation. At
the height of the river trade, Echuca was the
third largest port in the country, behind only
Sydney and Melbourne. The river was the
highway of inland Australia. The stories of
this place - of Country, of trade and industry,
of farming families and settler communities
- are woven into the story of Australia itself.

The river still connects. It carries generations
of shared history, unites two states and

links city lives to country ones. It enables
work, culture and play. It binds communities
across distance and difference.

Today, Echuca Moama is one of regional
Australio’'s most visited destinations - a
thriving tourism and agricultural community
with a deep sense of connection and identity
shaped around the river.

For the Festival of Stories, this place is more
than a backdrop. Every venue carries its own
character and story - from the riverbank

to the historic Wharf, paddle steamers and
heritage buildings of the Port of Echuca, to
spaces on both sides of the Murray.

Dhungala, the big waters of the majestic
Murray River, inspires us, carries our stories
and draws people together. It always has.
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Is there a Festival Office,

information point
or hub?

Yes. Festival HQ is a marquee on the green space at the Port of Echuca. It's
your central point for enquiries, merchandise, drinking water, lost property
and first aid.

It's staffed from 5pm on Friday, and from 8am on Saturday and Sunday.
You'll also find visitor information at the Port of Echuca Discovery Centre.

How do | buy tickets?

Tickets can only be purchased online. Visit festivalofstories.com.au or scan
the QR codes on our posters around town or in this program. QR codes will
be available at the door of many sessions so you can purchase tickets on

the go or at the door.

Is there a booking fee
or concession pricing?

A booking fee is included in the ticket price through Oztix.

There is no concession pricing this year. As this is our first festival, we've
kept things simple with one ticket price for everyone. We've worked hard
to keep prices accessible, and there are plenty of free events across the
weekend too.

Canlgetarefund or
transfer my ticket?

Tickets are non-refundable, except where an event is cancelled. If you can't
attend, you're welcome to pass your ticket on to a friend.

What if an event is
sold out?

If a session sells out, you can join the waitlist through Oztix. If tickets
become available, Oztix will let you know. Popular sessions may sell out, so
we recommend booking ahead.

Where can | see
Dan Sultan?

Fri 7pm Opening Night (SOLD OUT); Sat 10am Storytelling Through Song
panel; Sat 11.15am songwriting workshop (special guest); Sat 8.30pm
Songs & Stories.

Where do | park?

There is parking adjacent to the Wharf and Port precinct and ample street
parking along Hare and High streets.

Are venues wheelchair
accessible?

Yes. Most festival venues are accessible, though some have limitations:
Thelma's Upstairs (American Hotel) is accessible by lift.

The Wharf has ramp access, though the surface is wooden and a
little bumpy.

RIVERSID

Saturday & Sundaj
ort of Echuca (gre
Mats provided. Limi

Book online today y:
$20 w




FAQs

What happens if it rains? The festival goes ahead, rain or shine. A large marquee on the Wharf will
host Opening Night, Comedy Club, After Dark and Yoga in the Port if the
weather turns wet.

There is limited shelter at the Aquatic Reserve and on the paddlesteamer.

Do I need to bring For most sessions, just bring yourself. A few tips:

anything? Evening events on the Wharf: heaters will be provided, but bring a jumper
as it can get chilly by the river at night.
Yoga in the Port: all gear is provided, but you're welcome to bring your
own mat.

Nature journalling: all materials are supplied.

Can | bring children? The Port of Echuca is child and pet friendly. There is age guidance at
several of our events and venues, including the Comedy Club and After
Dark events, and in bars and licensed venues. All Wharf venue sessions
are for over 18 years unless accompanied by an adult, as well as our
Songwriting Panel and Workshop at American Hotel.

Where can | find out For ideas on what to see, do, eat and explore while you're in town,
more about What'sOn  search visitechucamoama.com.au or drop into the
in Echuca Moama? Port of Echuca Discovery Centre.

Stars, Night Herons and the Politics of Envy

The backdrop to the Festival of Stories Mainstage

on the Echuca Wharf is Stars, Night Herons and the
Politics of Envy by local artist Wendy McDonald.
Wendy lives and works on Barapa Barapa Country
on the Murray River floodplains, where her family
farm takes in the Thule Lagoon wetlands. She is both
a physical and artistic custodian of this landscape,
caring for the wetlands and capturing them on
canvas. Her work brings the river country that
shapes our stories to the heart of the festival stage.
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VENUES

VENUE STREET ADDRESS DIRECTIONS ARTISTS APPEARING

American Hotel  239-249 Hare Short walk from Echuca Sat - Dan Sultan, Benny Walker,
-Thelma's Street, Echuca CBD; street parking Madi Colville-Walker, Rosie
Upstairs available opposite Walton

the library

Aquatic Reserve

Heygarth Street,
Echuca

Walk from Echuca CBD;
parking along Heygarth St

Sat - Broken Creek
Sat - Yorta Yorta Weaving: Denise

Morgan
Beechworth 513 High Street, ~ Walk from Echuca CBD; Sat- Campaspe Murray Writers
Bakery Echuca small car park beside the Group
bakery and street parking
Echuca 310 Hare Street,  Short walk from Echuca Fri- Jock Serong
Campaspe Echuca CBD; street parking Fri- Fiona Parker, Terri Cowley,
Library available around library Andrew Mole, Nic Healey,
Bree Harding
Sat- Cory Alpert, Terri Cowley,
Joel Crane, Andrew Mole,
Fleur Ferris
Sat - Benita Bensch
Sat - Prof. Wayne Atkinson, Bryan
Andy
Echuca Wharf Murray Short walk from Echuca Fri- Uncle Rick Ronan, Dan
Esplanade, CBD; Walk from Port Sultan, Benny Walker, Madi
Echuca Precinct; follow signage to Colville-Walker, Honor
the Wharf, street parking Freeman, Don Hern, Scott
available Podmore
Sat - Maggie Ellis
Sat- Joanna Werner, Kate
Newlyn
Sat- Sammy J, Katrina Myers
Sat- Dan Sultan, Benny Walker,
Rosie Walton
sun - Madi Colville-Walker
EMFM 107 Stawell 5 min drive from Echuca Sun - Open Day Broadcast
Community Street, Echuca CBD, ample nearby parking
Radio
Gypsy Bar 620 High Street,  Short walk from Echuca Sun - Tom Harrington
Echuca CBD; Walkable from Port
Precinct; street parking
Junction Moama 6 Shaw Street, Drive and park, or Sun - Kemi Nekvapil, Jade Miles,
Moama ~30-minute walk (2.5 km) Jaclyn Crupi, Chef Daniel

from central Echuca / Port
Precinct across the Murray
River bridge, free onsite
parking

Girau, Ros Vodusek, Brad
Free, Christy O'Brien




VENUE STREET ADDRESS DIRECTIONS ARTISTS APPEARING
Moama Art 74 Meninya Street,  Drive and park, or Sat & Sun - Honor Freeman
Gallery - Moama ~35-minute walk (3 km) Ceramic Artist -
Bunyma from central Echuca Exhibition
| Port Precinct across Sun - Kemi Nekvapil
the Murray River bridge,  gun - Honor Freeman
street parking
Moama 50 Chanter Street,  5-minute drive from
Telegraph Moama Echuca; Drive and park,
Station or ~30-minute walk (2.5

km) from central Echuca

| Port Precinct across
the Murray River bridge,
free parking available
onsite

123 Merool Road,
Moama

Morrisons Winery

7-minute drive from
Echuca via Meninya St
- Perricoota Rd - Merool
Rd, free parking onsite

Sat - Meg Bignell, Jaclyn Crupi

Port Precinct Murray Esplanade,

Walkable from CBD;

Sat & Sun - Carly Sheldon

Echuca multiple car parks
and street parking
surrounding precinct
The Echuca Club 19 Murray Port Precinct, walk from  Sat - Jock Serong, Mark Brandi,

Esplanade, Echuca

central Echuca; limited
street parking nearby

Fleur Ferris

The Echuca Hotel 571-573 High Street,

Easy walk within Echuca

Fri- Corin Rowe, Brad Free, Matt

Echuca CBD; ample street Barden, Belinda Byford, Trudi
parking nearby Nelson, Jessica Waters
The Social Wine 533 High Street, Walk from CBD; street Sun -Fleur Ferris, lan Rathjen (The
Bar Echuca parking available Whistling Eagle), Christy
O'Brien
Wildergreen 7 Shaw Street, Drive and park, or Sun 12pm Lunch - Storytelling
Moama Moama ~30-minute walk Through the Seasons: Kemi

(2.5 km) from central
Echuca / Port Precinct
across the Murray River
bridge, free car parking
onsite

Nekvapil, Jade Miles, Jaclyn Crupi,
Chef Daniel Girau, Ros Vodusek,
Brad Free, Christy O'Brien

CONTACTUS

Website festivalofstories.com.au

Email
Social media

©f

Follow and tag us
#festivalofstories #fos
#bepartofthestory

hello@festivalofstories.com.au

Ticketing problems

Emergency

17

During the festival

Visit Festival HQ,
visit Oztix or call 0409 239 577

0403 858 306 or 0409 239 577
000
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FESTIVAL OF STORIES

FOUNDING FRIENDS
PROGRAM

Your support helps shape the festival,
bring outstanding artists and
storytellers to our region, and create
lasting cultural, community and
tourism benefits for Echuca Moama.

For more information visit our website

festivalofstories.com.au/friends-of-fos
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Across regional Australia, the event
landscape is changing. Many much-loved
community events have become harder to
sustain, while others are being scaled back,
outsourced or are disappearing altogether.
Our region has felt this too.

But in Echuca Moama, we see this moment
as an opportunity. An opportunity to
create something new. Something lasting.
Something locally-led. Something our
community can proudly call its own.

Supporter memberships start at $45 and
help fund this community-owned festival.

LEARN MORE
ABOUT
FRIENDS
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There’s always something
happening at The Port.

Uncover new opportunities and AT THE PORT

WHAT'S ON

experiences today!
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PARTNERS

PLACE BUILDING PARTNERS
ON YORTA YORTA COUNTRY

Our Place Building Partners give the Festival its home,
its cultural authority and its sense of place.

We acknowledge them first, always, not as a commercial arrangement but as a
statement of who we are and what we are building together.
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